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America enters 
World War I -  April 1917

On June 5, 1917, 24-year-old Frank B. Morrell 
is among the first to register for the draft. 

Tall, slender with blues eyes and brown hair, 
Frank B. Morrell is working for real estate firm, 
Charles F. Noyes & Company at 92 William 
Street in lower Manhattan. 
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May 26, 1918, 
FBM is drafted by the U. S. Army

C.a ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ  ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ WƻƘƴ WΦ tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΩǎ 
plan to end the brutal conflict that is raging in Europe.

bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ C.aΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀǘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ.
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The next day FBM is on a train heading to boot camp
at Camp Upton in Suffolk County, 60 miles east of Brooklyn.
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In Brooklyn, FBM leaves behind 
his mother, father, and older 
brother at 1419 Park Place.

Iƛǎ άǎǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘΣέ !ƭƛŎŜ DǊŀƘŀƳ 
Price, lives two minutes away, 
at 1366 Park Place.

While FBM is away, AGP is his 
faithful correspondent and 
fulfills his every request by 
return mail.
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Iƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ ¦ǇǘƻƴΣ C.a ǿǊƛǘŜǎΧ

My Little Sweetheart,  Just wrote to mother & have about 20 minutes before lights out. I am ok, Dear, and feeling 
fine. ...Have been thinking of you continually, dear, and particularly last night when it thundered for a short time.
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Camp Upton, Yaphank, Long Island, New York

.ǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ муΣллл !ǊƳȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘǎΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴŜǊƎȅΩǎ 
cutting-edge research facility, Brookhaven National Laboratory.
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!ǊƳȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ ¦Ǉǘƻƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ LǊǾƛƴƎ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ 
morale-boosting musical revue, YIP YIP YAPHANK.

¢ƻŘŀȅ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ Ƙƛǘ ǎƻƴƎΣ 

άhH, HOW I HATE TO GET UP IN THE MORNINGΗέ
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FBM does not expect to 
be sent overseas. 
IŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ !DtΧ

ά²Ƙŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƭŘ 
officially I have pretty positive information 
that they will never use a man with as poor 
eyesight as mine on the firing line. Therefore I 
imagine it would follow that eventually they 
will select me for some domestic service. I 
hope so anyway. I am not the least bit afraid to 
go over but I have a few good reasons why I 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΦέ
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tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘΧ

Letter to AGP, May 27, 1918

Å Needle and 3 kinds of thread - 
black, white & khaki

Å 1 stick of shaving soap. Williams or 
Mennaus

Å 1 dish towel - get from mother

Å 1 French mirror

Åм ōŀǊ YƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ .ƻǊŀȄ ǎƻŀǇ

ÅWƻŜΩǎ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎ

Å Your sweater

Å 1 small dark blanket

Å 1 money belt - get from mother
www.LeadershipLives.com



Day 1 at Camp Upton

άΧ ǿŜ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
suits and were examined by 
about 10 different doctors and 
there we were vaccinated and 
inoculated. While we were 
standing outside they would 
carry someone who had fainted 
out and lay him on the ground 
and we started to wonder if 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǳǎ ƻǳǘΦέ
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Shots and Inoculations

ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
look at the man in front getting it for 
that made them faint too. So when I 
was second in line I was looking out of 
the window. Then they called me and 
one doctor vaccinated me on one arm 
and another inoculated me on the 
other arm. I did not know they had 
finished and I stood there waiting to 
be hurt. I thought it would hurt a little 
but not a bit and finally one of the 
doctors asked me where I would like 
ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ L ǎŀƛŘΣ άƴƻ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΧέ
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Day in the Life 
of a New Recruit

Tuesday 28th May 1918

άaŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ǊƻƻƳ 
orderly sweeping up along aisles, 
cleaning out paper receptacles, stairs, 
etc. The rest of my squad did kitchen 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
afternoon we received our uniforms. 
Two pairs of trousers, 1 coat, 1 grey 
shirt, I olive drab shirt, 2 sets of 
underwear, 3 pairs of socks, shoelaces, 1 
belt, 1 hat and 1 hat card. Then supper, a 
ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ōŀǘƘΣ ǎƘŀǾŜ ϧ ǘƻ ōŜŘΦέ
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Letter to AGP 
May 31, 1918

άwŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ CǊƛŘŀȅ ώaŀȅ омǎǘϐ ŀƭǎƻ 
cigarettes and sweater and letter you wrote 
for mother. Saturday I received the soap and 
towels and cigarette papers.

Where the dickins did you get them all? I also 
received on Sat. the blanket, a few more dish 
towels, soap and more underwear and socks. 
Please tell the folks to send no more under-
ǿŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƪǎΦ LΩƳ ǿŜƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ

Photo: Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY
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Life at Camp Upton

ά²Ŝƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎŀƳǇ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
got here Sunday we had dinner 
then we took our mattress bags 
up to a barn and filled them with 
straw. You would be surprised 
what a comfortable bed it makes 
when it is packed right. I have 
ŀōƻǳǘ мр ƭōǎΦ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǿ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōŀƎΦέ
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Letter to AGP
Sunday, June 2, 1918

άLƴ Ƴȅ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
family I gave a pretty good account of 
ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǘǎ ǎƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
them except today for dinner. We had 
roast veal (very tender and as good as I 
have ever tasted), mashed potatoes, 
ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ōŜŀƴǎ όŜȄǘǊŀ ƎƻƻŘύΣ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ όLΩƳ 
beginning to drink it) and ice cream all 
of which I ate including a second 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀƴǎΦέ
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En route to Fort Meade

Sunday, 8:20 pm

Somewhere near Chester, PA

Dearest,

Am writing this on the train. Will drop it out the window for someone to mail as the 
boys have been doing all the way along.

!Ƴ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣ DƛǊƭƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŜǊǊȅ ōǳƴŎƘ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ Řŀȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
we started at 10:45 this morning waving at the people we passed by.

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΧ
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It is hard to go so far 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΧ

Χōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ 
a fairly stiff examination to get into 
Camp Meade where we are going. This 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǘǊǳŜΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŀȅōŜ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ 
before you expect me.

LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ΧΦ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Camp is only a few miles from 
.ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΣ a5Φ Χ

Please tell Mother not to worry. Will 
write to you both tomorrow the first 
chance I get.

Red Cross women met us at New York 
and Philadelphia and served us with 
coffee, chocolate candy and cigarettes.

All my love sweetheart,

In haste, Frank
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Camp Meade

In August,1917, the 79th Division 
was created and headquartered 
at Camp Meade, MD. 

Over the next year, the Army 
trained 400,000 new recruits at 
Camp Meade.

Today, Fort George G. Meade is 
home to military intelligence 
organizations and the United 
States Army Field Band.

www.LeadershipLives.com



άIŀǾŜ ǇŀǎǎΧ /ƻƳŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ
Telegram, 2 a.m., Saturday, June 29, 1918

άI!±9 t!{{ мл !a  ¢h aL5bLDI¢ {¦b5!¸ олTH COME SATURDAY BALTIMORE IF POSSIBLE 
ENGAGE ROOM OVER SATURDAY NIGHT SOUTHERN IS BEST HOTEL AND NEAR STATION WILL 
WAIT AT UNION STATION PENN FROM 11 AM SUNDAY WILL YOU COME WIRE LC ¸h¦ /!bΩ¢Φέ

 F. MORRELL
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C.a ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ŀƴƎŜƭέ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎΦ

AGP moved fast and was on a train to Baltimore. She saved her train ticket.
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ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜέ

During the months he was lonely while serving on 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜέ 
was a buzzword - a comforting talisman - for FBM. 
He often used the phrase in his letters.
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ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
ǎƻƻƴ ƴƻǿΦέ

Camp Meade

Fri. July 5, 1918

Dearest:-

We are going pretty soon now. 
9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ Χ
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