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«...who would remove, and settle in so remote and uncultivated
a part of the globc, if he could live tolcrablg at home?”

Thomas Hutchinson

Descendant of carlg settlers, historian,
last Royal Governor of Massachusctts, 1771 = 1774.
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“Everyman, | will g0 with thee, and be thy gu

In t|19 most need to g0 by thg side.”

Anonymous, Late 15th century
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There were "no freinds to we”_céﬁieéh,_nQ[:\.igns_t%@[ta_i ne
or refresh their weather-beaten bodgs, Nno héu‘é’es or much reés g
townes to repaire too, to seeke for succoure.” |
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The Mayflower Pilgrims lonely journey was triggered in 1517 when German monk,
Martin Luther, posted Ninety-five Theses on his community’s bulletin board — the church

doors in Wittenberg, Germany — and set off a century of turmoil, violence and bloodshed.
-
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';__J,Henry VIII's first instinct was ﬁlo enounce Luther and support the established
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When thé Pope refused, Henr for{ced Parliament to pass THE ACT OF SUPREM Y,'éleclaring the monarch

! K

head of ﬂhe Church of Englandﬁnd severing ties to Rome. Sir Thomas Mor
refused to take the Oath of Supfemacy. He was tried and beheaded. = |
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900 monasteries and convents that had educated and cared for communities wére 'f’dissolved.” Taxes,

formerly paid to Rome, were redirected to the Crown.
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th}e King wanted to annul his 20+ year marrl ge to Catherme of Aragon.
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In July 1553, Catherine of Aragon’s daughter, Mary, assumed
the throne on the death of her half-brother, Edward VI. She
ordered the Bishops of Worcester and London, leaders of the
Protestant Reformation, and the Archbishop of Canterbury,
who had helped Henry attain his annulment, to be burned at '
the stake in the center of Oxford. g “‘\;;: ,
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Recalling those S many years Iater,\l\élﬁyﬂower pilgrim William Bradford wrote “... many indusied sundrie

kinds of tormentq!, ofteh' rackings, & dis embering of their joynts.” According to Bradford, Mary’s turbulent

Six-year reign kindled "the flames oficontention and sowing the seeds of discorde & bitter enmiti\g.”

Waves of people began to leave England in search of religious freedom in Holland, Germany and Switzerland.
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When Elizabeth | became Queen in 1558,
the persecutions continued.

There were now four distinct groups in England:
* Roman Catholics
 Church of England

* Puritans — part of the Church of England
* Separatists —the Mayflower Pilgrims

LeacﬂerslﬁiPLives



During Elizabeth’s reign, a handful of congregations —
mostly farmers and their families - sprang up in
Nottinghamshire near the borders of Yorkshire and
Lincolnshire.

These believers wanted to study the Bible and
worship God “according to the simplicitie of the

gospell.” They called themselves Separatists or
Dissenters. Today they would be called Christians.
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é - A congregation in the tiny hamlet of Scrooby was nurtured by two Cambridge-
educated men, Pastor John Robinson and Elder William Brewster, a one-time
.. . diplomat and post-master, who funded the movement’s early years. A May- WY o e &
fo flower passenger, Brewster was the “backbone” of the Pilgrims in America. TR Q":" >
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_ The Pilgrims’ historian and long-serving governor, William Bradford was born in 1589 in “open,

- pleasant, breezy” Austerfield a few miles north of Scrooby. Orphaned at seven and raised by

two uncles, when Bradford was twelve a “long illness” prompted him to start reading the Bible =

and attending Separatist services despite the exasperation of his uncles and neighbors.
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Inspired by the Apostle P
to Romans and Colossians, the Separatists ofte
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s references to "house C
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Around 1606, under growing pressure, John Robinson drafted the S ant. Init,
. "
the congregation agreed to "walk together in God's ways whatsoe cost the%'; .‘.'U‘
Robinson’s Covenant laid the foundation for an innovative form of government in America. |
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The Scrooby congregation finally decided they could no Ié)nger stay in Englan“solved

-

to go to the Netherlands, where they heard there-was freedom of religion. 2
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Because they were not allowed to leave through official ports, they secretly hired a ship at great

expense. When the ship finally arrived, the captain had betrayed them to the authorities.
J
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The betrayal was brutal. Even the women were searched and robbed. William Brewster

and six other men were thrown into prison. Their cells were so narrow they could touch

both walls at the same time if they stretched out their arms.
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~ Ontheir next escape attempt th\éWrd the shlmut the
captam panlcke yy_h-.:-z-- 2 ?r?ted 5fﬁt~r&l!5=aToT5"roachmg He ordered the ship
'f" omen and children stranded on the shore.
| _.‘-"‘f’ “ ',.,'4\-.'

re passed from one constable to another for weeks.

Eventually, _everyone was"a | owed to leave, and the entire congregation made it
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Life in, Amste'r’dbar}\” was.not easy. The Sé_ibaratists hadtt_ieér—n—é:new language and find new ways to

make-a-living. Some began to wonder if the whole journey had xeetn a mistake. Bradford later wrote =—=— —= —

that the adventure seemed “almost desperate, a case ‘in'tolerab}gf, and a-misery. worse than death.”
— N ey -~ . —

-

- N \“ : ‘, - -‘\{“". N * wr = : ~g™, %
. BB TR el \\-l:ead:,sx BV oy , o .
b oy i 3 «;"‘P“‘ 3‘5 - >

—

.I



inm.&‘

Tt

AN
of

L

ll'

E
o~ : . ; :
P - ) «

After a difficult year in Amsterdam, most of the Scrooby group moved to the quieter university

" town of Leiden in 1609. Though Leiden was more peaceful finding steady work was still hard.
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The congregation blossomed to more than 300 members over the next 10 years but o)Y, 1617, many families

English identity. At the same time, they dreamed of spreading the gospel in “remote parts of the world.”

were struggling financially. They worried about their children growing up in a foreign country and losing their IF ’E

They applied to King James for permission to settle in Virginia. Their request was denied. Two years later, their ’,h'

second application was approved.
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rked with t irginia Company of London.
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From Leiden, John Robinson and William B l ter wrote to Sir Edwin §andys, a powerful member-of:

a'Company. Sandyswas’sy&mpat ' e. _4‘ ‘ ‘,
. . ' - - »

In his reply Sandys wrote, “And so | betake you wi

Parliament and one of the leaders of'the)/'

the gracious protection and blessing of the Highe _ -

He signed the letter, "Your very loving friend, Edwin Sandys."
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Two trusted members of the
were sent to London to nego . of about seventy investors known
as the Merchant Adventurers. The sinessmen agreed to fund the voyage in

exchange for a share of future prc rom furs, lumber, and fish.
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The final agreement created a seven-year joint-stock company. The Separatists would work six
days a week to repay their debt, and any profits would be shared. The Merchant Adventurers
put up roughly £7,000 to cover the cost of the ships and supplies. Neither side had any sense

of how difficult the first years in America would be.
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eyt
- Because the work of building a colony would be extremely hard, the congregation chose-about forty of

- their strongest members for the first voyage. They bought a small ship called the Speedwel/ to carry

> N

-

ﬁ' them across the Atlantic and later they to use for fishing and exploration.

William and Dorothy Bradford left behind their five-year-old son with his grandparents. They planned

to send for him later. They sailed to Southampton to meet their larger hired ship — the Mayflower
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= Before the Speedwell left Leiden, Pastor John Robinson knelt on the deck with the entire

congregation and prayed for them. W % ears in his ey}e\i‘%sked God to proteét them

“in all dangers” and give them “happ iverance from all evil, whether in life or in death.”

e Bradford later wrote they knew they were pilgrims. They did not look back but lifted their

Q eyes toward heaven.
‘ . www.LeaclershiPLives.com



In Southampton, the ships were loaded with supplies. On
August 15, 1620, they finally set sail. The Mayflower carried
about ninety passengers and crew. Thirty-three members of

the Leiden congregation boarded the Speedwell.

The Merchant Adventurers had recruited additional workmen
- called “Strangers” - who were skilled in soldiering, barrel-

making, and tanning. Some became highly valued members

of the Plymouth community.
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TIMELINE
ALL DATES “NEw STYLE” BASED ON THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR

1607 — Attempt to flee to Amsterdam from Boston, England.

March 1608 — Women & children left behind at Hull when ship
with husbands and fathers onboard sails for Amsterdam.

Spring 1609 — Relocate to Leiden.

1617 — Decide to move to America.

July 1619 — Receive grant to settle in America.

August 1, 1620 - Speedwell sails from Delft Haven.

August 5, 1620 - Speedwell meets Mayflower at Southampton.
August 15, 1620 - Speedwell & Mayflower sail from Southampton.
August 23, 1620 - Dock at Dartmouth for repairs to Speedwell.
About September 2, 1620 — the ships sail from Dartmouth.

September 6, 1620 — Ships return to Plymouth, transfer people
and supplies to Mayflower. About 20 members of the Leiden con-
gregation remain behind due to over-crowding on the Mayflower.

Sept. 16, 1620 - Mayflower sails with 102 passengers onboard.
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This cross-section provides a rough idea
of what the Mayflower looked like with

everything and everyone onboard.




urn back for repairs
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On September 16, 1620, t rloaded Mayflower finally sailed alone into \\ D =
A ) he stormy Atlantic with 102 passengers and crew. \N 9
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The Mayflower-had been built to carry wine and cargo between England and France.

S
/

It was never meant for long ocean voyages or large numbers of passengers. Families
lived in a cramped space roughly 20 feet by 80 feet with a ceiling only about five feet high.

Each family had a tiny area roughly sixﬂfeet by three feet. The ship was constantly damp.
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During ‘ﬂ-erce"-‘storms the passengers were forced to stay below deck while theship
was “tossed to and’yfro ” In one V|o|ent gale a teenager named John Howland was

swept overboard. He managed to grab a rope and was pulled back te safety.
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spotted land at daybreak on November 19, 1620.
LT
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__They were seventy miles nor t eﬁ:ri'ﬁt”ened_course. Off Cape Cod they ran into "dangerous shoals and

uing to the Hudson River, they turned north in search of safety and shelter.

roaring breakers” so instead of contin
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End of Part
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