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In July 1865, as dinner party wound down
in a Paris suburb, an idea was tossed out.

The host was deeply touched by America's
long-standing appreciation of French aid
during the American Revolution.

On his trips to the U.She noticedtributes

to the great French heroes, Lafayette, de
Grasse and Rochambeau, who had made
possible the decisive victory over the British
at Yorktown in 1783.

As the Civil War came to an end, his guests
agreed that America's ongoing battle for
equality and liberty, should be recognized
by France. The host declared France should
send America a gift.

21-years later, the gift was unveiled in New
York harborr the Statue of Liberty.



The host was highly regarded lawyer and
professor, Edouard René de Laboulaye, author
of a threevolume history of the United States.

A passionate anslavery activist, Laboulaye
was the president of a French organization that
had been formed to aid former slaves.

Laboulaye hoped a celebration of American

values would serve as an enduring inspiration
for France and the rest of the world.
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Among Laboulaye's dinner guests that evening was
31-yearold sculptor Frédéric Auguste Barthotdi

one of the few, perhaps the only artist, who could
bring Laboulaye's idea to life.

Bartholdi specialized in colossal statues. At the time,
he was working on other projects, but Laboulaye's
concept remained in the back of his mind.

At the end of the Francq Prussian war in 1871,
Bartholdi and Laboulaye, over another dinner party,
revisited the idea of a gift to America from France.

Laboulaye urged Bartholdi to go to America "to

study the habits, art, feelings and ideas of the
American people and decide upon a proper gift."
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He was overwhelmed by the sight of "thosej\
rivers extending as far as the eye can reachj

festooned with masts and flags."




Many years later he recalled, "at the view of the harbor ¢
New York the definite plan was first clear to my eyes."
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As Bartholdi gazed at Bedloe's Island, he envisioned a statue modelled on the Colossus of Rieogesnier
wonder of the ancient world. Rhodes' statue stood for 54 years at the entrance to the island's harbor.
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Twelve years in the making, the statue was
destroyed by an earthquake in 226 B.C.

The fragments that crashed on land remained an
awe-inspiring sight and continued to attract

gawkers to Rhodes for 800 years.

From ancient manuscripts, a few facts about the
statue survived. The figure held a torch, wore a
crown of rays, and stood about 108’ high on a base
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For five months, Bartholdi traveled through America.
Thanks to introductions provided by Laboulaye, in each
city Bartholdi visited, he shared the idea for a monument
to celebrate the "remembrance of the ancient friendship
of France and the United States."

Judging from the list of subscribers who supported the
project, the sculptor's presentations met with great
success in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinoi:
Wisconsin, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Wyoming, Colorado, and, of course, New York.
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Back in Paris, Bartholdi got to work. For inspiration, he looked
to Marianne and Queen Boadicea, the French and British

symbols of the eternal struggle for independence and justice. _
Queen Boadicea
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Bartholdi and Laboulaye planned to call their statue, "The Monument of
Independence." After a number of attempts, in 1875 Bartholdi produced
a model that Laboulaye approved. They called it "Liberty Enlightening the World."

Laboulaye felt the time was now right to announce the project to the public.

With grandsons of Revolutionary War heroes, Lafayette and Rochambeau,
Laboulaye organized a committee, the Fregcdmerican Union, and began

raising funds for the project. By the end of the year, half the necessary funds, ove
200,000 francs, had been raised.

Ultimately, the Statue of Liberty was a gift to America from 180 French cities, 40
city councils, countless societies, and over 100,000 subscribers.
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Craftsmen at the Paris foundry, Monduit and Béchet, (later Gaget
and Gauthier) worked Xhour days, seven days a week, to
produce the arm holding the torch. Their goal was to send the
first completed portion of the statue to the 1876 Philadelphia
Exposition to give Americans a sense of the project.

At a fundraising event in Paris that spring, Laboulaye declared,
"The proposed monument symbolizes American freedom, which
extends peace and enlightenment everywhere."

The Philadelphia Exposition, held from May to November 1876,
was America's first world's fair, a celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

The 37' torch arrived at the fair in July. Enthusiastic visitors paid

.50¢ to climb the interior ladder to the torch's platform which
could hold up to 12 people at a time.
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When the Exposition closed, the torch was mo e

to Madison Square Park off B\venue at 23 St. in [=..
New York City.

It remained there the next six years when it was [ T L i Ay A
packed up and sent back to Paris to be assemb '.7f; NS g e S v ,pmé&“‘ st
into the final statue W|th the other components Ro :
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In the fall of 1877, former United States president,
Ulysses S. Grant (center), who had approved the pro

From his original 4oot-high model, Bartholdi
built a 9' model. From there, he created a
statue four times as large 36' high- which
was large enough to give him a sense of the
final statue. The 36' model was then divided
into pieces that were reproduced in sections
four times larger to create the final statue
which measured 151" high to the top of the
torch.

Bartholdi worked with leading architects,
Viollet-le-Duc, and after his death, Alexandre
Gustave Eiffel, to design the statue's internal
support structure.

For the "skin" of the statue, Bartholdi chose

hammered coppeg 3/32" thick- because it is
light, durable and easily divided to transport.
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Note the man covered with plaster dust, sitting on the arm.
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In the circled area, the head
of the 36' version can be see
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Meticulous measurements were taken of the plaster versi
and the copper "skin" was shaped by hammering against

| another wood frame. Master craftsman, Joseph Fiebiger,

il estimates this process required "30,000 calculations." It

| an ancient metalworking technique known as repoussé.




In February 1877, a joint resolution of Congress was
passed to accept the gift from France on behalf of the
American people. President Hayes then appointed
General William T. Sherman to oversee the project.




By early 1878, the magnificent head of thp
statue was completed and, like the torch,
used as a fundraiser. It was exhibited at the
Paris Exposition from May to November.

As in Philadelphia, for a small contribution,
visitors could tour the inside of the statue




