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"Call me an enthusiast," said Samuel Adams; "this union among the
colonies and warmth of affection can be attributed to nothing less than
the agency of the Supreme Being. If we believe that he superintends
and directs the affairs of empires, we have reason to expect the
restoration and establishment of the public liberties."

History of the United States, Vol. 4.
George Bancroft
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2"d Continental Congress

On the same day Fort Ticonderoga was captured, May 10, 1775,
delegates from twelve colonies gathered at the Pennsylvania
State House in Philadelphia for the Second Continental Congress.

This time, Georgia sent an observer. When Congress declared a
ban on trade with Britain, Georgia became a full participant in
the proceedings.

For the next six years, Congress remained in session, acting as a
federal government — raising militias, appointing diplomats and
drafting documents.

To avoid capture when the British seized Philadelphia, the
delegates relocated to Baltimore and, later, to courthouses in
York and Lancaster, PA before returning to the Pennsylvania State
House.
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In a futile effort to avoid war, on July 8, 1775, the Continental Congress
sent The Olive Branch Petition, drafted by John Dickinson, to King George IlI.

The king refused to read the document when it arrived at Parliament on August 24,

In response to the news of the Battle of Bunker Hill, the king had already declared

. . LeadershipLives.
the colonies in rebellion. www.Leadershiptives.com



Bunker Hill

In mid-June 1775, colonists in Massachusetts became aware of a
British plan to capture the hills surrounding the waterfront
and seize control of Boston Harbor.

During the night,1200 patriots crept up Bunker and Breed's
hills in Charlestown to fortify positions.

The British attacked on the morning of June 17%. A bloody
battled ensued. The British won but at an enormous cost which
influenced their future actions in New York and New Jersey.
The outnumbered militia had proven their skill and
determination against the world's premier fighting force.

The greatest loss for the patriots was the death of Joseph
Warren. It was rumored that General Gage said that killing
Warren was the equivalent of killing 500 colonists.
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' \ On the same day as the battle in Boston, in Philadelphia, the Contlnental Congress was voting to consolidate the ’ \ "
’J' regional militias into a Continental Army and appointing "the modest and virtuous, the amiable, generous and brave \ 4 as
\ George Washington"* to be Commander in Chief. \ g ‘.
= A When Washington arrived in Cambridge on July 2" and heard the gruesome details of the battle of Bunker Hill,

he recognized it was time for the colonists "to shake off all connections with a state so unjust and unnatural."

~ *John Adams letter to Abigail Adams, June 17, 1775




One of the first people Washington in Boston met
was Henry Knox who had just turned 25.

Knox distinguished himself at Bunker Hill and then
put his skills to use fortifying the defenses of militia
camps around Boston. A former bookstore owner,
Knox had a passion for mathematics, engineering
and artillery.

As the siege of Boston wore on, Knox suggested a
solution for General Washington's most pressing
problem. The colonial army had almost no artillery.

Knox proposed that he and his 19-year-old brother,
make the 200-mile journey to Fort Ticonderoga to
collect all cannons and armaments and bring them
to Boston. With Washington's full support, Knox set

- outon November 17, 1775.
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A month later, Henry Knox and his brother were on their way back to Boston with 60 tons of cannons and

weapons. With support from hired help and oxen, they transported the valuable cargo across the icy
waters and snow-covered mountains of New England. On January 24, 1776, they arrived back in Boston.
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In early March, using a series of distractions

and stealth methods, the patriots fortified
= Dorchester Heights with the cannons from
~ Fort Ticonderoga. British war ships were no
; ¥ longer safe in Boston Harbor.

A few days later, General Washington
received an unsigned letter. If the British

were allowed to leave unmolested, they 42
would not burn the city to the ground.

Nine years after the occupation of Boston

began, the British evacuated the city on
y March 17, 1776.



Cen amuy
3 ed b
Y map
lany

Pamphlet Cntitled

ave beey, held Upas Prooe
00

the

jcan Affairs:
fome mifc

be a5 o
: ' f Amer
: 8904 a Progg that ¢} .
1

, - ¢ et
¢ Amerj qi1, ‘Thought* ®* ="/ e
Cans dp nof ge. 1v. Of the prefent AP

neous Refletions

g

€ to b
e .
COme md(’pcn
Publijc Ca
dn =
N only judge from
t“Q Fr' ~
Tivate gent] .
S €men jip No
I'th Ame 1
rlca, W

e :\mericans

dent, Additions in the Body of !

+th feveral . together with
th ANEV EQITIgiIci\’i:v;zlded an APP}EglIl)SI S oh
© Talonings of Work. To ¥ lled QUAREES:

Addrefs to the ol . _eafes the Work up#a
.+ nhere 'vcn. increa
he- N, B. The New AN Brrvig, \

After q), o

ther ¢]

Paiwe )

are, T are S A
2 ftate of; > O %€ 10t prepareq for (T
td 0 1"41‘e>\
fidepen : . n
+ Pendence ; apnq whether it ; 5 i s 50 Maflr Jie creating Hdeav; .
e - an g 0d 0rdaints
able they may betak o . thafe whom Choice and common Go g

In January 1776, Thomas Paine published a 47-page pamphlet, Common Sense written in the style of a sermon. While many, if not most
people, were uncertain about the wisdom of declaring independence from Britain, Common Sense galvanized public opinion.

One reader said, the pamphlet gives "liberty to every individual to contribute materials for that great building, the grand charter of American
Liberty." Estimates suggest it sold the modern equivalent of 6.5 million copies in three months.
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openl d‘ay of the Second Contlnental Congress, May 10, 1776, the representatives passed a reso\lutlon recommendlng

tl;uat any colony with a government that was not inclined toward.independence should form one that was.
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Lee Resolution

In his 1821 autobiography, Thomas Jefferson noted
Virginia took the lead in calling for independence.

On Friday June 7. 1776, at the behest of fellow Virginians,
and nudged by his friend John Adams, Richard Henry Lee
"Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right
ought to be, free and independent States; that they are
absolved from all allegiance to the British crown; and that
all political connection between them and the state of
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved."

Edward Rutledge of South Carolina moved that they
postpone a vote for three weeks to give delegates time to

write home for instructions.
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Jefferson to Draft

Thomas Jefferson thought John Adams should write the first
draft, but Adams knew he was too unpopular — he had been
involved in too many controversies - to take the lead on this
important task.

Roger Sherman was no writer. Robert Livingston was undecided
about declaring independence. Benjamin Franklin was suffering
from an attack of gout. The task of writing the first draft of this
important document fell to 33-year-old Thomas Jefferson.

At William & Mary, Jefferson had received a fine education. He
had studied the writings of political philosophers John Locke and
Montesquieu and had been mentored by some of the best
minds in the colonies, George Wythe and Francis Fauquier.
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Working mainly from the 2nd floor of the house he
was renting at 700 Market Street — a quick 6-minute
walk from the State House— Jefferson crafted the first
draft of the Declaration of Independence.

Jefferson later said, he did not consult "either book
or pamphlet."

Two years earlier, in response to The Intolerable Acts,
Jefferson had written A Summary View of the Rights
of British America. Published as a pamphlet, it had
established Jefferson's reputation as a thinker and as
an author. Now it served as a foundation for the
Declaration of Independence.



In one surviving draft of the Declaration, 33% of the words are different from the final edition.
This suggests not only the polishing process but also the invaluable input of Jefferson's co-authors.




John Adams

John Adams got involved in politics two years after he graduated from

Harvard Law School when local businessmen mounted a legal
challenge to British searches of homes without notice or reason. The
court ruled against the colonists. In Adams words, "Then and there
the child Independence was born."

Yet, when no lawyers would defend the British soldiers involved in the
Boston Massacre, Adams took the case despite the risk to his
reputation and livelihood. Toward the end of the soldiers' trial,
Adams made his famous statement, "Facts are stubborn things."

Adams, now leader of the Massachusetts delegation at the Second
Continental Congress, recognized that some at the gathering were

loyalists, some were undecided, and some were for independence.

Adams and Benjamin Franklin agreed that independence was
inevitable.



Roger Sherman

A "terse, ineloquent speaker" statesman, Roger

Sherman from Connecticut was the only person

who signed all four of America's foundational
documents — the 1774 Continental Association, an
agreement among the colonies to ban trade with
British merchants, the Declaration of

Independence, the Articles of Confederation and

the United States Constitution. He also signed the

1774 Petition to the King and the 1775 Olive

Branch Petition. =

A strong voice for less populated states, Sherman's

fine legal mind was an asset in designing a new

nation.

www.LeadershipLives.com (




Robert Livingston

Thomas Jefferson described Robert Livingston's
1774 Address to the People of Great Britain as
"a production certainly of the finest pen in
America" and invited Livingston to be part of
the team writing the Declaration.

Before Livingston could sign the Declaration of
Independence, he was called back to New York.

In 1789, as New York's highest judicial officer,
Livingston swore in George Washington as the
first President of the United States at Federal Hall
on Wall Street.

www.LeadershipLives.com




Benjamin Franklin

Scientist, author, publisher, postmaster, inventor,
ambassador, Franklin has been called "The First American"
in recognition of his tireless campaign for colonial unity.
Widely recognized for his brilliance, in 1753 both Harvard
and Yale awarded him honorary degrees.

In 1757, the Pennsylvania Assembly sent Franklin to London
to represent their interests in a dispute with the heirs of
William Penn. For the next twenty years, Franklin traveled
back and forth across the Atlantic.

The passage of the Stamp Act in 1765, thrust Franklin into

representing colonial interests in London.

Handicapped by gout in June 1776, Franklin's participation
in drafting the Declaration was minimal but he served as a
resource and sounding board for Jefferson.







Colonies Divided

As the committee worked on the Declaration, five states, New Jersey,
Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania and especially New York hesitated
about breaking free from Britain.

The four southern colonies — Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and
Virginia - and the four northern colonies — Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire —were in full agreement about
declaring independence.

www.LeadershipLives.com




On June 28, the Committee of Five presented the Declaration to the whole Congress, and
the document was read aloud. On July 29, it was read aloud again for the whole Congress.

On July 3, the document was read aloud for the third time to the whole Congress and this
time the Congress scrutinized the wording. Two passages were rejected — one passage
criticized the British; the second passage was a denunciation of the slave trade and slavery.

www.LeadershipLives.com



Independence Declared

On July 2, 1776, the Second Continental Congress enacted

a resolution declaring independence from Britain.

1
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At the risk of _1? I es and property, late in the morning of July 4, 1776, fifty-six members of the Continental Congress

— everyone prmohn Dickinson - approved and signed the "United States Declaration of Independence."

ent, John Hancock joked that they must all hang together. Franklin responded, "Yes, we
ther, or most assuredly we shall all hang separately."

www.LeadershipLives.com
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A DECLARATION

By tTue REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
IN GENERAL CONGRESS assemMBLED.

~HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes nec{Tary for one People to diffolve the Political Bands which have connefted e
with another, and to affume among the Powers of the Larth, the 1Lplr~ltc and equal Station to which the Laws ot A iture and  of
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Refpect to the Opirions of ManKkind requires that they thould declare the caufes
_to the Separation. .
¢ We hold thefe Truths to be felf-cvident, that "“ N’C” are created equ al, that they are_endowed by their Creator with certain
umhcnablu Rl rhts, tlmt among thdf arGLlrc beut\, d thc I’ ulx.u of H: xppmds—- I Int t(, {fecure thele R ights, Governments arc
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On the night of July 4, 1776, Philadelphia printer, John Dunlap, published a draft copy of
America's newly-adopted Declaration of Independence. Twenty-five copies still exist.

www.LeadershipLives.com
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