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FOR ELIZABETH

Jane Austen delighted in dedicating 
άǎŎǊŀǇǎέ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΦ

Lƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ WŀƴŜ !ǳǎǘŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ άǎŎǊŀǇέ ƛǎ 
dedicated to Elizabeth, with love from her aunt.
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Jane Austen was born on December 16, 1775, 
ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǎƻƴŀƎŜ ƛƴ {ǘŜǾŜƴǘƻƴΣ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ 
country village in Hampshire, England. 

Jane was the seventh of eight children. She 
had six brothers and one sister. 

The author of eight books, Jane never married. 
She died when she was 41. 

The only certain image that exists of Jane is a 
watercolor by her beloved sister, Cassandra 
now at the National Portrait Gallery in London.

J an e  Au s te n
1 77 5 -  1 81 7



CƛŦǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŀƴŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΣ 
ǿǊƻǘŜ άΨ!ǳƴǘ WŀƴŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǇƘŜǿǎ ŀƴŘnieces. 
We did not think of her as being clever, still less as being famous; 
ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƛƴŘΣ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎΦέ

REV. JAMES AUSTEN LEIGH
A MEMOIR OF JANE AUSTEN,1870
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For an 1870 memoir of his aunt, Rev. James Austen Leigh 
ƘŀŘ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊ ǊŜǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
άǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛǎƛƴƎέ !ǳƴǘ WŀƴŜ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΦ

wŜǾΦ [ŜƛƎƘ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άΧǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŎŀǊŎŜƭȅ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƳ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ Ƴƻǎǘ 
delightful characters that was not a true reflection of her 
ƻǿƴ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ
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This may be a life image of Jane by James Stanier Clarke, the 
tǊƛƴŎŜ wŜƎŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
WŀƴŜΩǎ мумр Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘ /ŀǊƭǘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΦ

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ wŜƎŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǾƛŘ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ aƛǎǎ !ǳǎǘŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΦ

Jane was in London to arrange the publication of Emma with 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ aǳǊǊŀȅΦ

WŀƴŜ ǿŀǎ άǘŀƭƭΣ ǎƭŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭΦέ {ƘŜ 
enjoyed dancing and was good at it.

She had curly brown hair and sparkling hazel eyes. She 
always wore a head covering.
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In a handful of letters, Jane gives us 
ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΧ
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ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭƭȅΣ 
getting them exactly into such a spot as is the 
delight of my life. 3 or 4 families in a country 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴΦέ

Letter to Anna Austen

September 9, 1814

To encourage a beloved niece who was struggling 
ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪΣ WŀƴŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΧ
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¢ƻ ŀ άƳŀƴƭȅέ ƴŜǇƘŜǿΣ WŀƴŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀΧ 

άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ƛǾƻǊȅΣ ǘǿƻ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ǿƛŘŜΣ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ ŦƛƴŜ ŀ ōǊǳǎƘΣ 
ŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀōƻǳǊΦέ

L E T TE R  TO  ED WA R D  A U S TE N  K N I G HT
D EC EM B E R  1 6 ,  1 8 16
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CǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴΣ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нпΣ мулфΣ WŀƴŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ /ŀǎǎŀƴŘǊŀΧ

άL ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ώǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ-year-old niece, Fanny Austen Knight] having pleasure in 
what I write, but I wish the knowledge of my being exposed to her discerning criticism 
may not hurt my style, by inducing too great a solicitude. 

I begin already to weigh my words and sentences more than I did, and am looking 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŀ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΦέ
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!ŦǘŜǊ WŀƴŜΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ /ŀǊƭǘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΣ WŀƳŜǎ {ǘŀƴƛŜǊ /ƭŀǊƪŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ άƘƛƴǘέ 
ǎƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ wŜƎŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΦ 
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WŀƴŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΧ

ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ƙƛƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
composition which might recommend me at present, 
and I am fully sensible that an historical romance, 
founded on the House of Saxe Cobourg, might be 
much more to the purpose of profit or popularity than 
such pictures of domestic life in country villages as I 
deal in. But I could no more write a romance than an 
epic poem. I could not sit seriously down to write a 
serious romance under any othermotive than to save 
Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΤ ΧΦ No, I must keep to my own style and go on 
in my own way, and though I may never succeed 
again in that, I am convinced that I should totally fail 
ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ

LETTER TO JAMES STANIER CLARKE
APRIL 1, 1816
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Responding to an earlier letter of encouragement from Mr. Clarke, 
WŀƴŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΧ

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ L Ƴŀȅ ōƻŀǎǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǾŀƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ǳƴƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ŘŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜǎǎΦέ

LETTER TO JAMES STANIER CLARKE
DECEMBER 11, 1815
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How did this self-effacing woman who refused to be publicly 
associated with her books but was determined 
ǘƻ άƎƻ ƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǿŀȅΣέ come to be one of the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΚ

The answer lies in her heritage.
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1st Edition, Pride and Prejudice
National Library of Scotland



hƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ WŀƴŜ !ǳǎǘŜƴΩǎ 
ancestors were from Kent. 

Historically, the Austens were in the 
clothing business. By the 18th 
century, they owned mills.

WŀƴŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴΦ 
His brothers were doctors and 
lawyers.

IMAGE: AUSTEN FAMILY HOME, BROADFORD, 
HORSMONDEN, KENT.
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