
A MARINERõSTALE

THE CIVILWARYEARS



George and Rosal ie  Riley Pr ice 
were a young couple, alone in 
a fore ign land, but they did 
have some st rong suppor t:

The Navy Yard

Fai th 

The Free Masons 

And the ir  love for each other.



George Pr ice bought  th is  
Bib le in  New York in 1850 
before set t ing ou t  on a  4-
year cr uise aboard the 
U.S . Coastal  Sur vey  
Schooner Morr i s.



Among the pages of George 
Priceõs Bible are snippets of a 

love story.

ôTwas not by cunning trick, Love,

Of thine, nor subtle art,

But by thy gentle words, Love,

You won my doting heart.



And a hear tbreaking reminder o f the loss of  a beloved child.



From 1853 ð1882, George met iculously recorded in his Bible  his 
marriage, the bir ths, and somet imes deaths, o f his children and 
an unsuccessful at tempt at  adopt ion.



Whe n Mar y E l izabeth 
Pr ice was born  Apr i l  24 , 
1860 , the young fami ly 
was l iv ing a t  30 John  S t . , 
Brook ly n, a  b lock f rom 
the  busy waterf ron t .



By Februar y 18 , 1865 , 
when  thei r  next  c hi ld , 
George Joseph Pr ice , was 
born, they  had purc hased a 
two -s tor y, wood-f rame 
home at  12 Adelphi  St reet  
ða few s teps f rom the 
Navy  Yard. They l ived 
the re un t i l  t he  mid-1890s.

Ima g e : S im i la r  ho me s  f rom  
t he  e ra  i n  th e  F or t  G re e ne  
ne i gh bo rho od .



L ike o ther me mbe rs o f 
h is  fam i ly, George jo ined 
the  Freemasons ða 
f ra te rna l  or gan izat ion  
des igne d to  prov ide  
mutua l  support .

Image: Freemasonsõ Hall, 
Lo nd on - a  Ma son i c  
mee t ing  p l ace  s ince  17 75.



In Brook lyn, George became an ac tive member  of the 
Masons. The Masonic Temple is on Clermont Street. 



By 1853, George had spe nt  
a  lo t  o f  t ime at  sea and had 
learned the pa instaking 
wor k o f  sur veying.

Schooners , l i ke  the Morr i s ,
were the U.S. Navyõs 
wor khorses in the f i rs t  ha l f 
o f  the 19th cen tur y be fore 
s team engine s came in to  
wide use.

According to  h is  grand-
daughter, A l ice Pr ice  
Morrel l , Ge or ge  d id  some 
of  the ear ly surveying o f 
the  Amazon Rive r.



1853 ð1857

In la te De cember 1853 , Ge or ge  
re-en l is te d on the US Ste am er 
Cor winfo r  anothe r coast sur vey 
that  wrapped up  at  the  end o f 
1856 . 

He was then  ordere d to  join  the 
U.S . Topogr aph ica l  Sur vey o f  
New York harbor.

On the Cor win, he learned about  
the Navyõs newest technology ð
s ide-wheel  gunboats. 

Powe red by s team, the se  ships 
were  we l l-su i ted to  r iver  work .



In the se cond ha l f  o f 1857 he  
vo lun teered as Th i rd Asst. C iv i l  
Engineer on the òU. S. Atrato 
Expedition.ó

The e xpedi t ion  e xp lore d the 
A tr ato  River on the Is thmus of 
Panama as one of  the possib le 
rou tes for  a  canal  between the 
A tlan t ic and Pac i fic  oceans. 

The c anal  was bu i l t at  another 
s i te 50 ye ar s la ter.

He re tu rned to  New Yor k in  
May 1858.



Not  one to  s i t  a t home , Ge or ge  then  sa i led to  and f rom 
San Francisco aboard òmerchantmanó clipper ships.



Back in Brooklyn , George 
was ass igned to  U.S .S  
Nor th  Carol ina( cen ter  
background) .

By the 1850s, the 
majest ic  wooden 
warsh ips were being 
rep lac ed by i ron-c lad, 
s team-dr iven  gunboats .



L ike the USSI ndepende nce  at  Mare Is land, USS Nor th  Carol ina 
was used at the Brooklyn Navy Yard as a òreceivingó ship. 
Enl is tees for  major operat ions were s ta tioned on  board 
while their skillsets, and the Navyõs needs, were sorted out.


