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A MARINERB TALE

THE CIVILWARYEARS




George and Rosalie Riley Price
were a young couple, alone in
a foreign land, but they did
have some strong support:

The Navy Yard

Faith
The Free Masons

And their love for each other.




George Price bought this
Bible in New York in 1850
before setting out on a 4
year cruise aboard the
U.S. Coastal Survey
SchoonerMorris

THE

HoLY BIBLE,

CONTALNING THE

oLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS,

TRANSLATED OUT OF ~

THE ORIGINAL TONGUES;

AND WITH THE FORMER

TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND REVISED.
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“HOW HE WON ME.”

"Twas not by cnxmtngt:ir? love, Grchk |
- Of thine, nor subtle A0
But by thy gentle words lova

You won my doting h )'
By smﬂes and thoughtrul cares loVe,
Heart-easing sympatay, '

That all my life I’vemught love, ) |

Among the pages of George Andonlyfom‘gﬁn ee.

Priceodos Bi bl e ajre ' Bymulmatfmm Meveyes,méyi%’:{f*~z~”v'»_ o
love story. - Looked softly on my soul, Vo Y T4
faa And drew me up to thee, }ove, R
~ t,he magnetto thepole. i, (i
e di
For y'ears before we niet love

6Twas not by cunning : = Though many loudly rapped, mve’ L %
il i | ba.de t.hem all depa.rt, et \

Of thine, nor subtle art,

But by thy gentle words, Love, .. 'Rhe SOund "tga po mné’m Ao
Ly

You won my doting heart. =R A:,::f é,: ;';;’{ﬁ“:;&e’ PV A D 3
F-‘;; >Tis no use to repme, love, _ |
No use to mope and moan—

= The monarch of my heart love,w' x
e You reign upon its throne.
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And a heartbreaking reminder of the loss of a beloved child.



From 18530 1882, George meticulously recorded in his Bible hi |
marriage, the births, and sometimes deaths, of his children and

an unsuccessful attempt at adoption.




When Mary Elizabeth
Price was born April 24,
1860, the young family
was living at 30 John St.,
Brooklyn, a block from
the busy waterfront.




By February 18, 1865,
when their next child,
George Joseph Price, was
born, they had purchased a
two-story, wood-frame
home at 12 Adelphi Street
0 a few steps from the
Navy Yard. They lived

there until the mid1890s.

Image: Similar homes from
the era in the Fort Greene
neighborhood.



Like other members of
his family, George joined
the Freemasond a
fraternal organization
designed to provide
mutual support.

| ma g e : Freemasggns
London- a Masonic
meeting place since 1775.




1

e ] et

ber of the

Clermont Street.

i 2 e M A i i B ALV
L HE B S TR HE

HH

(A

HHEAE

ive mem

IS ONn

Temple

IC

The Mason

.
&)
©
1=
©
(D)
&
@
&)
(b)
o
(B)
(@)
| .
@)
(b)
O
4
e
-
@)
@)
P
m
c

Masons

I T

SR
AARARRAT IR SRS

2
LCHE

i
) FORELTER
Aeeinati-aia
LR AR
SGE

. Athsit AL
vV R R A




By 1853, George had spent
a lot of time at sea and had
learned the painstaking
work of surveying.

Schooners, like theMorris,
were t he U. S.
workhorses in the first half
of the 19h century before
steam engines came into
wide use.

According to his grand
daughter, Alice Price
Morrell, George did some
of the early surveying of
the Amazon River.




185308 1857

In late December 1853, George
re-enlisted on the US Steamer
Corwinfor another coast survey
that wrapped up at the end of
1856.

He was then ordered to join the
U.S. Topographical Survey of
New York harbor.

On the Corwinhe learned about
t he Navyods newést
sidewheel gunboats.

Powered by steam, these ships
were wellsuited to river work.
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SouTH

In the second half of 1857 he

volunteered as Third Asst. Civil
Engi neer on t he

Expedition. o

The expedition explored the
Atrato River on the Isthmus of
Panama as one of the possible
routes for a canal between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

The canal was built at another
site 50 years later.

He returned to New York in

May 1858. NORTH
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Not one to sit at home, George then sailed to and from
San=Fr.anci sYeg.  aboar a




Back in Brooklyn, George
was assigned to U.S.S
North Carolindcenter
background).

By the 1850s, the
majestic wooden
warships were being
replaced by ironclad,
steamdriven gunboats.




Like the USSndependencat Mare Island, US8orth Carolina
was used at t he Brooklyn Navy]|]Yard as ¢

Enlistees for major operations were stationed on board
whil e their skill set s, and thr Navyods 1




