ELVIS

THE LEGEND




INTRODUCTION

In American folklore, 19earold

Elvis Presley strode into Sun Records,
recorded¢ KI 4 Qa ! f fcawA :
a present for his motherand

exploded into the stratosphere of
stardom.

¢KFGQa y2da 6KIFG KI

Elvis struggled for years to develop
his talent, failed auditions, and was 2 |
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Unfazed by naysayers, critics, and daunting
challenges, he pursued rdseam, blasted

NP Ol Wy NRff Aydaz ! YSNA
transformed the world.
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EARLY YEARS

Elvis was born in a twapom house in the rural community
of East Tupelo, Miss. on the early morning of January 8,
1935, 30 minutes after his twin brother Jesse was stillborn.

His parents, 1§earold Vernon Presley and 32arold
Gladys Smith Presley, cherished their only child.

When Elvis was three, his father forged a check from his
sometime employer and mortgage holder, Orville Bean.
Vernon was sentenced to three years in prison and served
eight months. Gladys and Elvis lost their home, moved in
with family, and got by on welfare.

From the time Vernon Presley went to jail in 1938 until Elvis
bought Graceland at the age of 22 in 1957, the Presleys
moved at least fifteen times.
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Filled with family, friends and neighbors, the church
gave Elvis a safe place to sing and dance in front of an
audience.

Gl Aa IANBFGSald 228 6l a 0SAY:
recalled.

Elvis won three Grammyaall for gospel music.
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Early in his success, Elvis talkefhotoplay
magazine about his childhood dreams...

GL lyz2¢ GKIFIG 6KSY L g1l &
forward to was Sundays when we all went to sing
at our church.

| loved the music and sang as loud as | could. We
borrowed the style of our psalisinging from

that of the early Negroasa rolling, rhythmic

style, with everybody swaying in the church. This
was the only singing training | ever had. | never
had lessons.

As | got older, | used to sing solos, and my
ambition as a young teenager was to be a
guartette gospel singer.

| loved the old church filled with sunlight and my

mother and father singing beside me. We forgot
2dzNJ LINROf SYa o¢
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Gladys Presley had a gift that she passed on
to her son.

She was a spectacularly good dancer with a
natural sense of rhythm.

Vernon was handsome but wasn't much for
working. Early in life, Elvis set a goal of
providing for his family.

Gladys, Vernon and 2
yearold Elvis, 1937
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The Presleys spent weekends attending tent meetings and often sang as a trio.

As a child, Elvis noticed how the preachers masterfully moved around their
stages and how the audiences reacted.
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Elvis, in 8 grade,
right end, 29row from top.

When Elvis was ten, his fifgrade

teacher, Oleta Grimes, daughter of Orville
Bean, was so impressed with Elvis'
singing, she urged him to compete in the
talent contest at the Mississip#ilabama
Fair and Dairy Shogthe high point of

the year in Tupelo.

Standing on a chair to reach the micro
phone, Elvis sang his favorite ball@id
Shep about a boy and his dog.

According to biographer Elaine Dundy,

Elvis placed second, won $5, and was
elated by the experience.
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For his 171 birthday, Gladys and Vernon
gave Elvis an $8 guitar from the Tupelo
hardware store.

His uncles, Johnny Smith and Vester
Presley, his Assembly of God pastor and
the local DJ Mississippi Slim, helped Elvi
learn how to play his guitar.

Elvis never got to be much of a guitar
playerc he used it more as a projbut

he began bringing his guitar to school to
entertain classmates at lunchtime.
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During World War Il, Vernon had a steady job
working for the WPA and, briefly, was doing pretty
well. In August 1945, he bought erdom house
from Orville Bean and became a deacon of the
church.

But, within a year, disaster struck again. Vernon
transferred the $3%-month mortgage to a friend
YR 0KS t NSaf Sea Y20SR
poor black neighborhood. A few months later, they
moved to a more prosperous black neighborhood.

After a few more moves in Tupelo, in late 1948, the
Presleys packed up and moved to Memphis where
they lived first in a rooming house and then in
public housing.
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Elvis was teased and bullied throughout his school
years in Tupelo and Memphis. Beside his mother
and his church, Elvis had one other tool to sustain
him through trialsc humble newsboy Freddy
Freeman, aka Captain Marvel Jr. Elvis was a huge
fan of the comic books.

¢t2 &al oS CNBRReéeQa tAFTST |/
some of his supepowers to him: superhuman
strength, speed and wisdom, among others.

Throughout his life, Elvis styled his hair with a curl
hanging over his forehead, dyed his hairlack,
w2Nb Ol LSsSazZ FyR IFR2LJ SR
lightning bolt as his talisman.

And he always retained the humble persona of
Freddy Freeman.
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In Memphis Elvis attended Humes High School
where, in 8 grade, he got a C in music and his
0SIFOKSNJ 62t R KAY KS O2dz |
guitar to school the next day to prove her wrong.

They ended up agreelng that he could sing, she just
RARY QU tA1S KAa GeLlS 27F

Every year Humes held a concert as a fundraiser. In
9t UAaQ aSYAZ2ZNJI eSINE on | (
was chosen by the applause of the 1600 students in
the audience. Elvis was the clear winner.

Elvis later said his journey to stardom started that
night. He was overwhelmed and gratified by the
response to his performance.

But after graduation, he got a job in a paint factgry
getting up at 3 a.m. to work the early shift.

Elvis at top, right
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CHASING HIS DREAM

hy b {Fd0dz2NRI& FFaSNyzz2y GKFG Wdz2 ez 9ft@gra aG2LILISR 6
was out, but Elvis went ahead and paid $4 to reddydHappinesand¢ KI 0 Qa 2 KSY 2dzNJ | SI N
hF¥FAOS YEYyl3ISNE al NA2y YSAA]ISNE 6l a AYLINBaasSR |yR _
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Six months later, Elvis stopped by again. This
time, Sam Phillips was there. They recorditid
Never Stand In Your Wand It Wouldn't Be The
Same Without Yau

That spring, Sam received a song from the writer
K2 KIR LINRPRdzOSR { dzy Qa 1
Al 2dzi 2y | FS¢é airAyaSNE

results.

Nudged by Marion, Sam reached out to Elvis who
later said, he ran all the way to the Studio.

Still not satisfied, Sam connected Elvis with two
of the finest musicians in Memphis, guitarist
Scotty Moore and basglayer Bill Black.

In early July, they scheduled time in the studio.
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For hours they worked on slow ballag® t @A & Q
supposed strengtig and got nowhere.

Then, during a break, Elvis started fooling around and
aAy3aAy3a | aF¥Flau NKeuKY | YyR
tension in the room.
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Elvis, Bill Black, Scotty Moore, and Sam Phillips.

CSENB fFGSNE {O200G8 a22NB RSAONAOSR GKS YFIAO Y2Y
around, he picked up his guitar and started dancing around and started sibcgfaly i Q& ! £ f and/BiB K (0 =
picked up his bass, started slapping it, just more or less clowning and | joined in and that's it ... really, it's just

2yS 2F GK2aS OUKAy3adé {IY tKAfEftALA KIR FTAYylLfte KS!
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Sam Phillips, Elvis Presley and Marion Keisker
in front of Sun Records.

Il OO2NRAY3I G2 9fOAAZI alL
life, until | made that first record ... | remembered
GKIFG az2y3 o0SOlFIdzasS L KS
Crudup) sing it, and | thought | would like to try it.
CKIFEG o1 a Al oé

From that moment, there was no doubt in
| yézy'SQé Y)\yﬁez Of A A& &

¢KI GQa ! f ftwaswdleadediuly 20 Y I
1954, and sold 20,000 copies. It peaked at #4 on
the Memphis record charts.
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Sam Phillips knew everyone in the music business
in Memphis.

After the boys headed home, Sam called DJ Dewey
Phillips (no relation) at radio station, WHBQ.

Dewey had a popular program callRed, Hot &

Blue Sam played¢ KI (1 Qa ! f foventhed K (i =
phone for Dewey.

When Dewey played the song the following night,
the switchboard lit up with calls asking him to play
it again.

On July 7, the boys returned to the studio to record
a Bside for the record. They settled Blue Moon
of Kentucky

A replica at Sun Records of Dewey
t KAffALIAQ 0220K SRR 25D
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Elvis described the event f&hotoplay..

@42 KSy L 8Syid 2ysx L YIRS
¢ KIGQa ! f fandgavaikall thada I Y I

Suddenly the teenagers at the back of the audience
started screaming.

| finished and they screamed louder and louder. |
gla aoOlFlNBR® L RARYQU dzyR
But, when | knew they were screaming for me, | felt

az2z2YSUKAYy3 o0A3 YR 02YRSN

By the end of the summer, Elvis was the hottest act
in the South Asked about those days in 1973, Scotty
a22NB alARZ a,2dz (y26 65
NBFftfeé& RARYUOG adz2L) yR
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Elvis, Scotty Moore and Bill Black were
booked to play the&srand Ole Oprythe
Gdaz2iKSNJ / KdZNOK -tBef /
based at historic Ryman Auditoriunmn
Nashville on Saturday, October 2, 1954.

Afterwards,Oprymanager Jim Denny told
{FY t KAfftALAZ 9f OA3
fit for the program. The astute Denny was
right. Elvis had moved past country music
into an asyet-unnamed new genre.

Elvis never returned to th®pry.
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