THENEW YORKYANKEES

BUILDING A BRILLIANT BRAND

Margot Morrell
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From his home on 5th Ave. at 93rd_St., he ir the roar of the crowds
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a large part of the blocks betweert®Ave. and 3 Ave. from 9@ St. to 94" St.By 1915, the
Rupperts had 1500 employees and were producing over 1.2 million barrels of beer pery
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In 1840, the Cunard shipping
company startled the world by
announcing steam ship service
between Liverpool and Boston.
They soon expanded the service
to New York.

Suddenly welheeled New Yorkers
could visit Europe. They returned
with memories of soothing green
oases in the midst of bustling
cities.

New York needed a park.
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organized, a design contest announced, and, in 1858, a winner declared, Frederick Law
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In 1879, three years after Central Park was completed, the Westchester Polo Club, headed by August Belmont and

James Gordon Bennet, Jr., publisheTb&New York Tribunelecided to move their games from Fordham to a lot
owned by the Pinkney Estate north of the park. The lot stretched frérAve. to & Ave., from 11® to 112th Streets.

The Club took a lease for five years and announced they wmilde renting their field out for baseball games.

DIAGRAM OF THE POLO GROUNDS. Top: August Belmont
One Hundred and Twelfth Strect.
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Bottom: James
Gordon Bennet, Jr.
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One Hundred and Tenth Street.




After the first polo game, in May 1880heNew York Tribuneeported
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and, from there, to Newport, Rl for the summer season.
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The home team, the Metropolitan
Club, beat the Washington National
Club 4c 2.
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grandstand.
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In early November 1880, there was a meeting
of baseball executives at the Hotel Earle on
Washington Square.

On one point,The Sumeported, the New York
team was adamant, there must be beer.
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not enter, as that is a regular thing at the Polo
Grounds, and the Manhattan Association will
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In March 1882The New York Times
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Metropolitan Club have secured a lease

of the polo grounds from the

Westchester Polo Association and are
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That summer, from a perch in Newport,
RI, a sportswriter for th&l'YTdeclared 3
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National Pastime.
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In the summer of 1888, rumblings were
heard about plans to make 11'1St. a
through street.

In early 1889, City workers began to tear
down the fence surrounding the Polo
Grounds.

Baseball fans and the Pinkney Estate were
outraged.

The Evening Worldceported petitions
were being organized and signatures
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In July 1889, the Giants moved uptown, taking the name of their
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with teams, leagues and names that
came and went. Some stability was
introduced when the National
League was organized in 1876.

The Metropolitans played from
1880-1887. Their name was
revived in 1961 for the NY Mets.

A team organized in 1882, the
Gothams, changed its name to the
New York Giants in 1885.

The NY Giants played at the Polo
Grounds through 1957 when the
team moved to San Francisco. The
Yankees played at the Polo Grounds
from 1913 through 1922.



In the 1890s, Byron Bancroft (Ban) Johnson,
president of the minofleague Western League,
decided to establish a famiyiendly option to the
tobaccaechewing, profanityspewing, umpire
abusing National League.

He called his new organization, the American
League.




Backed by baseball heavyweight Charles

/| 2YAa]1Ses W2KyazyQa oN
1899 when the National League dropped teams
in Baltimore, Cleveland, Louisville and
Washington, DC.

Johnson sprang into action and the American

League was formally organized in 1901 with
eight teams- the Philadelphia Athletics, Boston
Somersets, Washington Nationals, Cleveland
Blues, Detroit Tigers, Milwaukee Brewers,
Chicago White Stockings and the struggling
Baltimore Orioles.

Johnson needed a team in New York.
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The Orioles were faltering. By 1902 attendance had sunk almost 50% fr m
the 1894 peak of 328,000.

The club disbanded when the National League cut four teams in 1900. ¢
Volatile player / manager and future Hall of Famer John McGraw played {
one year in St. Louis before returning to the newly organized American &=
League Orioles where he and Ban Johnson locked horns. After Johnson|
suspended him in the middle of the 1902 season, McGraw jumped to the.

NY Giants taking six key players with him.

Baltimore was the obvious franchise to transfer to New York.




Bringing a baseball team to New York required the blessing of Tammany
so on January 9, 1903, welbnnected gambling king Frank Farre f2om

left) and former police chief Bill Devery#om left) purchased the carcass
of the Baltimore franchise for $18,000 and moved the team to Manhattan.
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1903 New YORKHIGHLANDERS

With the energetic Ban Johnson doing most of the heavy lifting, Farrell and Devery
hastilyidentified a promising site anbuilt a ballpark at 168 St. and Broadwag one

of the highest points in Manhattan. They called the new playing field Hilltop Park. After
toying with the dubious name "The Invaders," they decided on "The Highlanders."

On opening day, the fledgling team beat the Washington Senatqr2.6
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Oct. B-—-The Bostons won bol
“York to-day, and thereby ol
| grasp on tals year's champion
rder to win, the Yankees must
ety te games, played in New-
trer game o=day Chesbro wed
i, amnd the Bostous scored six
vas substituted. Dineen was s

hroughou.
tamens snmrtld hat affentively in t]

m The New York Yankees met th
Boston chambions' yesterday, and a
the end of a hard fought game Collins

e the Emeralds pennant winners had manifested thei
superiority and New York was down.

d, 4-1.

On July 8, 1904, a sportswriter in Wilked NNX = t! dzaSR
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World picked up the term.
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The followingspring,theinfluentialNew York Herald Triburfellowed suit.
CKS KIFIG GAL G2 bBcemury Datdhirapérs wakaNdBriedR
fit. Yankees it was.

www.LeadershipLives.com




In April 1912, the Highlanders appeared for the first time in pinstripe
uniforms with a logo designed by Tiffany & Co. that has remained ir
use, with a bit of finetuning, ever since.

Ly ! LINAf mMdmMoX CIFINNBtt YR 5S¢
from the New York Highlanders to the New York Yankees and move
from Hilltop Park to the Polo Grounds.

By then the future Hall of Famers had all moved on, and the teas
mired in the bottom of the league standings and attendance.



