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From his home on 5th Ave. at 93rd St., he could hear the roar of the crowds at the Polo Grounds 
just a few blocks away. He dreamed of playing the infield. He dreamed of owning a team. 

But first Jacob Ruppert had to learn the beer business.



WŀŎƻō wǳǇǇŜǊǘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ƛƴ муос ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǾŀǊƛŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ 
ŀ ōǊŜǿŜǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ wǳǇǇŜǊǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ άƘƻǇǎƳƛƭƭέ ƻƴ ƭƻǿŜǊ оrd !ǾŜΦ Lƴ мурмΣ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘ 
¢ǳǊǘƭŜ .ŀȅέ ōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ƻƴ мst Ave. at 45th St. 

WŀŎƻōΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ƻǊƪǾƛƭƭŜΣ aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴΩǎ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ 
a large part of the blocks between 2nd Ave. and 3rd Ave. from 90th St. to 94th St. By 1915, the 
Rupperts had 1500 employees and were producing over 1.2 million barrels of beer per year. 
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Jacob Ruppert graduated from Columbia Grammar School in 1885 
and was accepted at  Columbia, but his father thought he should 
learn the beer business. So, Jacob went to work, putting in 12-
hour days for $10 per week, scrubbing beer barrels.
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In 1840, the Cunard shipping 
company startled the world by 
announcing steam ship service 
between Liverpool and Boston. 
They soon expanded the service 
to New York.

Suddenly well-heeled New Yorkers 
could visit Europe. They returned 
with memories of soothing green 
oases in the midst of bustling 
cities.

New York needed a park.
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²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŎŀŎƻǇƘƻƴȅ ƻŦ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΣ ŀ άŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ōƻŀǊŘέ ǿŀǎ 
organized, a design contest announced, and, in 1858, a winner declared, Frederick Law 

hƭƳǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭǾŜǊǘ ±ŀǳȄϥǎ ϦDǊŜŜƴǎǿŀǊŘ tƭŀƴΦέ ²ƻǊƪ ōŜƎŀƴΦ
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In 1879, three years after Central Park was completed, the Westchester Polo Club, headed by August Belmont and 
James Gordon Bennet, Jr., publisher of The New York Tribune, decided to move their games from Fordham to a lot 
owned by the Pinkney Estate north of the park. The lot stretched from 5th Ave. to 6th Ave., from 110th to 112th Streets. 

The Club took a lease for five years and announced they would not be renting their field out for baseball games.

Top:  August Belmont

Bottom: James 
Gordon Bennet, Jr.
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After the first polo game, in May 1880, The New York Tribune reported 
άǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘǊŀǿōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōƭƻǿƴ 
ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴƴƻȅŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦέ

¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǘŜŘ άΧǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƭƻ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ .ǊƻƻƪƭȅƴΩǎ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ tŀǊƪ 
and, from there, to Newport, RI for the summer season.
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That fall, The NY Sun reported the first 
ever professional baseball game was 
played in the city on September 29th, 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƻ DǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
enclosed base ball ground New York 
Ŏƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘΦέ

 The home team, the Metropolitan 
Club, beat the Washington National 
Club 4 ς 2.  

The Sun ƴƻǘŜŘΣ άǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǎŜŀǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
grandstand.
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In early November 1880, there was a meeting 
of baseball executives at the Hotel Earle on 
Washington Square.

On one point, The Sun reported, the New York 
team was adamant, there must be beer.

άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ōŜŜǊ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ 
not enter, as that is a regular thing at the Polo 
Grounds, and the Manhattan Association will 
ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΦέ
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In March 1882, The New York Times 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Metropolitan Club have secured a lease 
of the polo grounds from the 
Westchester Polo Association and are 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ

That summer, from a perch in Newport, 
RI, a sportswriter for the NYT declared 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Ǉƻƭƻ ǿŀǎ άŘŜŦǳƴŎǘΦέ 

.ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
National Pastime.
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In the summer of 1888, rumblings were 
heard about plans to make 111th St. a 
through street. 

In early 1889, City workers began to tear 
down the fence surrounding the Polo 
Grounds.

Baseball fans and the Pinkney Estate were 
outraged. 

The Evening World reported petitions 
were being organized and signatures 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ άǘƻ ŀǾŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŀƳƛǘȅΦέ
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In July 1889, the Giants moved uptown, taking the name of their 
ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿέ tƻƭƻ DǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ



19th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ άōŀǎŜ-ōŀƭƭέ ǎǿƛǊƭŜŘ 
with teams, leagues and names that 
came and went.  Some stability was 
introduced when the National 
League was organized in 1876.

The Metropolitans played from 
1880 - 1887. Their name was 
revived in 1961 for the NY Mets.

A team organized in 1882, the 
Gothams, changed its name to the 
New York Giants in 1885. 

The NY Giants played at the Polo 
Grounds through 1957 when the 
team moved to San Francisco. The 
Yankees played at the Polo Grounds 
from 1913 through 1922.
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In the 1890s, Byron Bancroft (Ban) Johnson, 
president of the minor-league Western League, 
decided to establish a family-friendly option to the 
tobacco-chewing, profanity-spewing, umpire-
abusing National League.

He called his new organization, the American 
League.
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Backed by baseball heavyweight Charles 
/ƻƳƛǎƪŜȅΣ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ 
1899 when the National League dropped teams 
in Baltimore, Cleveland, Louisville and 
Washington, DC.

Johnson sprang into action and the American 
League was formally organized in 1901 with 
eight teams - the Philadelphia Athletics, Boston 
Somersets, Washington Nationals, Cleveland 
Blues, Detroit Tigers, Milwaukee Brewers, 
Chicago White Stockings and the struggling 
Baltimore Orioles.

Johnson needed a team in New York.
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The Orioles were faltering. By 1902 attendance had sunk almost 50% from 
the 1894 peak of 328,000. 

The club disbanded when the National League cut four teams in 1900. 
Volatile player / manager and future Hall of Famer John McGraw played 
one year in St. Louis before returning to the newly organized American 
League Orioles where he and Ban Johnson locked horns. After Johnson 
suspended him in the middle of the 1902 season, McGraw jumped to the 
NY Giants taking six key players with him. 

Baltimore was the obvious franchise to transfer to New York.
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Bringing a baseball team to New York required the blessing of Tammany Hall 
so on January 9, 1903, well-connected gambling king Frank Farrell (2nd from 
left) and former police chief Bill Devery (4th from left) purchased the carcass 
of the Baltimore franchise for $18,000 and moved the team to Manhattan.
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With the energetic Ban Johnson doing most of the heavy lifting, Farrell and Devery 
hastily identified a promising site and built a ballpark at 168th St. and Broadway ς one 
of the highest points in Manhattan. They called the new playing field Hilltop Park. After 
toying with the dubious name "The Invaders," they decided on "The Highlanders." 

On opening day, the fledgling team beat the Washington Senators 6 ς 2. 
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1903 NEW YORK HIGHLANDERS



¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜǊǎ  ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ς ǇƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎŜ έIŀǇǇȅ WŀŎƪέ /ƘŜǎōǊƻ όƭŜŦǘύ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ 
with the Pittsburgh Pirates, two-ǘƛƳŜ ōŀǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ²ŜŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ YŜŜƭŜǊ όŎŜƴǘŜǊύΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ άƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ΨŜƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀƛƴΩǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ κ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ /ƭŀǊƪ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘ όǊƛƎƘǘύ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊǎΦ

{ǇƻǊǘǎǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǳƴǿƛŜƭŘȅ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ-letter name - too long for a headline. 
WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ άLƴǾŀŘŜǊǎΣέ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣέ άbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ άIƛƭƭǘƻǇǇŜǊǎΦέ bƻƴŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴΦ
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On July 8, 1904, a sportswriter in Wilkes-.ŀǊǊŜΣ t! ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άbŜǿ 
¸ƻǊƪ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜǎέ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΦ  ¢ǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ The Evening 
World picked up the term.

The following spring,the influential New York Herald Tribune followed suit. 
¢ƘŜ Ƙŀǘ ǘƛǇ ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎƘǊŜǿŘ мтth century Dutch traders was a perfect 
fit. Yankees it was.

www.LeadershipLives.com



In April 1912, the Highlanders appeared for the first time in pinstripe 
uniforms with a logo designed by Tiffany & Co. that has remained in 
use, with a bit of finetuning, ever since.

Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мфмоΣ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 
from the New York Highlanders to the New York Yankees and moved 
from Hilltop Park to the Polo Grounds.

By then the future Hall of Famers had all moved on, and the team was 
mired in the bottom of the league standings and attendance.
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